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一個藝術委託
的新方案
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In Taipei, there is an unique gallery that is 
helping young emerging artists with this 
first stretch of their artistic careers, many 
of them fresh out of school. Telling Lin 
who studied arts in college began Telling 
Arts in 2014. She worked in HR for close 
to a decade before starting Telling Arts. 
She shared with me while working at her 
previous job, a well known and respected 
Taiwanese electric scooter brand, her boss 
once said during a meeting that a person 
never has regrets about  what he or she has 
done, but rather what they didn’t get done. 
Upon hearing this, she knew it was time 
to do something in her heart and thus 
Telling Art was founded. Telling says the 
gallery is not just named after her, she also 
wanted to convey that these young artists 
are “telling” the world, communicating 
through their artworks their unique 
perspectives. 

Besides showing the young artists’ works 
in their gallery space near Sun Yat-sen 
Memorial Hall, Telling also helps these 
young artists navigate their work with 
things like accompanying them abroad 
for trips, advising them on contracts, and 
playing a role similar to an older sister 
and advisor. Upon visiting the gallery I 
was immediately drawn to the passion 
they have for the artists they are showing 
and the detail and quality they put into 
their service, which I experienced first 

hand upon purchasing a piece of artwork 
from them. Upon reflection, the work 
I purchased was one I liked, made by a 
talented artist with something to say, 
but a big part of why I had bought it was 
because of the service and salesmanship of 
Telling Arts.  

Telling Arts has an initiative titled Art 
Project which I found most interesting. 
It is a service that they provide for both 
collectors and artists, in which an art 
lover could commission an artist to create 
a personal piece of artwork for them. 
The two don’t meet in person, instead 
correspond on paper, using a series of 
forms designed by Telling Arts. The prices 
for the commissioned work is around the 
artist’s current market prices. Regarding 
this pricing strategy Telling says “We 
have never treated it as a product, we want 
to bring people closer to the work, I think 
what is important for a piece of work is to 
create a resonant moving feeling in the 
eyes of the beholder, that is what makes 
art most meaningful.”  

Chih-Cheng Huang is the first artist 
to be involved in the project, using ink 
on gold foil in a series called Gilded 
Moments where he creates dogs and cats 
for people to remember their pets. Yaxin 
Lu, who commissioned a work speaks of 
the experience, “I think it was a part of 

the healing process, I was weeping while 
I picked the photo and wrote down stories 
of my pet dog. I felt a sense of relief when I 
handed it off because now it was up to the 
artist. I remember on the day I picked up 
the work from the gallery, I said I didn’t 
need to inspect the work. When we got 
home I was anxious, but at the same time 
afraid to take it out, feeling a sense of grief 
coming over, but when I saw the purity of 
my baby’s eyes, looking at me as though 
my baby understands everything I have to 
say.” 

Artist Chih-Cheng Huang describe his 
Art Project Gilded Moments as a way to 
help people to remember their pets that 
many love like their children. Part of 
the proceeds from the project is donated 
to animal related charities, so there is 
an animal welfare aspect to the whole 
project. Art Project is interesting because 
it reminds us that a lot of art we have from 
the past, many of them considered great 
masterpieces today were commissioned 
work, not created because the artist had 
something they wanted to say, instead 
they were commissioned to serve a 
religious purpose or serve a political 
cause, or like Chih-Cheng Huang’s 
Gilded Moment Art Project series, they 
were commissioned simply to remember a 
special loved one. It is interesting the to 
see the interplay and dialogue between the 
artist and benefactor over the subjects that 
is portrayed. So don’t be surprised if some 
of these Art Project artworks end up on a 
museum wall a few decades or centuries 
later. 
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